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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31ST  DECEMBER,  1951. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 

There  was  an  increase  of  350  in  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
the  total  population  from  14,220  in  1950  to  14,570  in  1951. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  showed  a decrease  to 

14.2  in  1951  from  15.6  in  1950.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1951  was  15.5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  There  were  208  live  births 
in  1951  and  223  in  1950. 

In  1951,  five  still  births  were  registered  compared  with  three  in  1950, 
giving  a still  birth  rate  of  0.34  in  1951  and  0.2  per  1,000  of  the  population 
in  1950. 

There  were  seven  illegitimate  births  in  1951  compared  with  nine  in 
1950- 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

This  rate  showed  a slight  decrease  to  10.4  per  1,000  of  the  population 
from  a rate  of  10.47  in  I95°-  In  I95I  the  total  number  of  deaths  register- 
ed was  152,  in  1950  there  were  149.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1951  was  12.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

In  1951,  there  were  four  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
compared  with  three  in  1950.  This  gave  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 

19.2  per  1,000  live  births  in  1951  and  13.4  per  1,000  live  births  in  1950. 
As  the  numbers  involved  were  small,  one  death  raised  the  rate  con- 
siderably. For  England  and  Wales  the  rate  in  1951  was  29.6  per  1,000 
live  births,  and  in  1950  it  was  29.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

There  were  three  neo-natal  deaths  (i.e.,  occurred  during  the  first 
month  of  life)  in  1951  and  two  in  1950.  Even  with  the  slight  increase 
in  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  1951  due  to  the  additional  neo-natal 
death,  the  rate  was  still  well  below  that  of  the  country  generally,  and  was 
less  than  half  that  of  ten  years  ago  in  this  district. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

One  maternal  death  was  registered  in  1951.  There  were  no  maternal 
deaths  registered  in  1950  and  1949-  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1951  was  0.79  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 
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DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS  (under  2 years  of  age). 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  this  cause  was  1.4  per  1,000 
live  births  in  1951.  No  deaths  have  been  registered  from  this  cause 
during  the  last  three  years. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  three  main  causes  of  death  were  (195°  figures  are  shown  in 
brackets)  : — 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  . . . . . . 70  (59) 

Malignant  Neoplasm . . ..  ..  ..  ..22  (16) 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  . . 19  (24) 

Deaths  classified  as  due  to  “ malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchi  ” and  to  “ malignant  neoplasm  of  the  breast  ” increased  by 
three  in  each  case  in  1951. 

The  number  of  deaths  classified  as  due  to  “ Influenza  ” rose  to  six 
in  1951  from  two  in  1950.  Those  classified  as  due  to  “ respiratory 
diseases  ” were  11  in  1951  and  12  in  1950. 

Deaths  classified  as  due  to  “ all  accidents  other  than  motor  vehicle 
accidents”  decreased  to  one  in  1951  from  three  in  1950.  There  was 
one  death  from  ‘‘motor  vehicle  accidents”  in  each  year.  No  deaths 
from  ‘‘suicide”  were  registered  in  1951  as  compared  with  three  in  1950. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

One  death  (male)  was  registered  in  1951  as  being  due  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.  In  1950,  one  death  (female)  was  registered  from  the 
same  cause. 

No  deaths  from  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  have  been 
registered  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  death  rate  for  the  rural  district  was 
0.068  per  1,000  population  compared  with  the  rate  of  0.31  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1951.  The  rate  for  the  rural  district  in  1950  was  0.07 
(corrected  figure)  per  1,000  population,  and  that  for  England  and  Wales 
was  0.36. 

During  1951,  the  total  number  of  primary  notifications  of  Tuber- 
culosis (all  forms)  increased  to  14  (10  pulmonary  and  4 non-pulmonary) 
from  11  in  1950  (9  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary).  The  pul- 
monary notifications  showed  an  increase  of  two  in  adult  males  (35-45 
years),  and  of  one  in  the  older  male  age  group  (65  years  and  onwards), 
and  a decrease  of  four  in  the  younger  female  age  group  (15-25  years). 
One  of  the  primary  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  in 
respect  of  a long  term  resident  of  an  institution  in  the  district.  The 
inward  transfers  to  this  district  in  1951  were  four  (all  pulmonary)  and  six 
in  1950  (all  pulmonary).  Notifications  of  the  non-pulmonary  form  of 
the  disease  showed  an  increase  of  two  in  the  female  (5-15  years)  age 
group. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
was  214,  compared  with  234  in  1950  and  225  in  1949. 

There  were  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  1951  and  15  in  1950. 
Five  of  the  19  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  on  medical  or  social  grounds. 
The  disease  was  generally  of  a very  mild  type. 
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The  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  increased  to  65  cases  notified 
in  1951  from  24  in  1950  and  60  in  1949. 

There  was  a fall  in  the  incidence  of  Measles  to  103  cases  notified 
in  1951  from  161  in  1950  and  130  in  1949. 

In  both  the  years  1951  and  1950,  12  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  were 
notified. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession. 

There  has  been  no  confirmed  case  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  during 
the  past  six  years  to  the  end  of  December,  1951. 

DYSENTERY. 

An  outbreak  of  gastro-intestinal  illness  occurred  during  the  months 
of  May  and  June  in  the  villages  of  Ingoe,  Kirkheaton,  Ryal  and  Wall- 
ridge.  It  was  first  reported  as  an  illness  affecting  the  children  attend- 
ing Ingoe  School.  The  original  investigation  was  centred  at  the  school, 
and  from  there  included  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
villages. 

The  organisms  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  isolated  from  the  stools 
of  36  people,  some  of  them  were  convalescent  and  some  symptomless 
excretors.  Two  cases  of  actual  illness  were  notified.  The  illness  was 
of  a mild  type,  and  the  original  sufferers  had  not  found  it  necessary 
to  consult  their  own  doctors.  Sixty-six  contacts  were  visited  by  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department,  and  in  all,  188  stool  specimens  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

The  general  practitioners  concerned  co-operated  wholeheartedly, 
and  with  modern  methods  of  treatment,  the  outbreak  soon  subsided. 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER. 

In  April,  a case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  (the  organism  isolated  was  S. 
Paratyphoid  B.)  was  notified  in  a child  resident  of  a children’s  institution 
in  the  district.  The  commencement  of  this  illness  took  place  while 
away  on  holiday.  Stool  specimens  of  15  contacts  at  the  institution 
proved  negative,  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

POLIOMYELITIS  RESEARCH. 

In  May  and  again  in  June,  120  sewer  swabs  were  taken  at  selected 
points  in  the  village  of  Stamfordham,  which  had  been  chosen  as  a 
“ negative  village  ” for  the  above  research  in  conjunction  with  the 
Medical  Research  Council’s  investigation,  in  an  effort  to  determine  the 
mode  of  distribution  of  the  virus  in  epidemic  and  non-epidemic  periods. 
The  swabs  were  dispatched  to  the  Colindale  Laboratory. 


At  the  end  of  July  an  outbreak  of  illness  occurred  in  the  Belsay, 
Caphcaton  and  Gallowhill  districts,  involving  approximately  half  the 
children  attending  Belsay  School  and  several  inhabitants  of  the  villages. 
The  illness  was  characterised  by  pyrexia,  vomiting,  headache  and  slight 
glandular  enlargement,  lasted  for  several  days,  and  in  all  but  one  case, 
cleared  up  quickly.  Investigation  showed  that  the  probable  cause  was  a 
virus  infection.  Blood  tests  were  taken  in  several  cases,  and  one  was 
positive  for  “ Glandular  Fever.” 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

A case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  notified  in  June.  Bacterio- 
logical investigation  of  a suspected  sample  of  food  proved  negative. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  (children  0-5  years),  at  the  schools  (5-15  years),  and  by  the  general 
practitioners  of  the  district. 

At  31st  December,  1951,  65%  of  the  total  child  population  of  the 
rural  district  had  been  immunised  at  some  time  during  their  lives.  At 
31st  December,  1950,  64%  of  the  child  population  had  been  immunised. 
The  percentage  of  immunised  children  under  five  years  rose  to  46  in 
1951  from  41  in  1950.  The  percentage  of  immunised  children,  5-15  years 
of  age,  was  77%  in  both  years.  188  reinforcing  injections  were  given 
during  the  year. 

The  following  are  some  recent  figures  and  observations  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  : — 

“ The  mortality  and  incidence  of  Diphtheria  throughout  the 
country  continues  to  fall.  In  1951,  deaths  numbered  34  (provisional) 
against  a yearly  average  of  about  2,800  between  1930  and  1940. 
Notifications  (uncorrected)  were  1,983  compared  with  a yearly 
average  of  55,000  in  the  same  decade.  This  virtual  elimination 
of  the  disease  has  tended  to  make  parents  and  the  general  public 
dangerously  unmindful  of  the  disease  as  very  few  have  now  first- 
hand knowledge  of  it.” 

It  is  important  that  every  effort  be  made  to  impress  the  point 
that  this  virtual  elimination  is  by  no  means  absolute  but  is  “ conditional 
upon  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation  ” especially 
during  the  first  year  of  life,  and  its  reinforcement  at  suitable  intervals. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

During  1951,  117  primary  vaccinations  and  98  re-vaccinations  were 
done  by  general  practitioners,  compared  with  27  primary  and  11  re- 
vaccinations in  1950. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

AMBULANCE. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council.  The  north- 
eastern area  of  the  district,  comprising  the  villages  of  Bolam,  Bolam 
Vicarage,  Brenkley,  Gallowhill,  Horton  Grange,  Riplington,  Shilvington, 
Stannington,  Twizell  and  Whalton  are  served  by  the  ambulances  of 
Morpeth  and  Ashington  Stations. 

A utilicon  ambulance  operates  from  Ponteland  (Belle  Villa 
Garage),  and  from  here  covers  the  central  and  south-eastern  parts  of  the 
district.  During  1951,  the  Ponteland  ambulance  made  465  journeys, 
carried  605  patients,  including  107  stretcher  and  16  accident  or  emergency 
cases,  and  did  10,977  miles. 

Ambulances  of  the  Newburn  and  Gosforth  Stations  cover  the  south- 
western part  of  the  district. 
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HOME  HELP. 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County  Council  through  the  South 
Area  Health  administration.  During  1951,  66  cases  resident  in  the 
Rural  District,  were  served  by  Home  Helps.  The  cases  served  com- 
prised 24  of  illness,  19  aged  and  infirm  people,  12  confinements,  five 
following  operation  or  discharge  from  hospital,  four  of  accident,  one  of 
tuberculosis  and  one  blind  person. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  There  are 
seven  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  district,  one  at  each 
of  the  following  places  : — 

Dinnington  Colliery,  Dinnington  Village,  Ponteland,  Stamfordham, 
Stannington  Village,  Stannington  Settlement  and  Brunton  Park. 

DOMICILIARY  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY. 

This  service  also  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  There 
are  five  Nurse-Mi dwives  practising  in  the  district  : — 

(1)  Nurse  Simpson,  17,  Edwin  Street,  Dinnington  Colliery. 

(2)  ,,  Cockburn,  The  Bungalow,  Dinnington  Village. 

(3)  ,,  Brown,  3,  The  Green,  Ponteland. 

(4)  ,,  Wright,  3,  The  Oval,  Stamfordham. 

(5)  ,,  Larney,  Blagdon,  Stannington. 

HOSPITALS  UNDER  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL 
BOARD. 

(1)  Birney  Hill  Convalescent  Hospital. 

(2)  Ponteland  Hospital. 

(3)  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington. 

(4)  Thomas  Knight  Memorial  Hospital,  Stannington. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOMES. 

(1)  Cottage  Homes,  Ponteland  (Newcastle  Corporation). 

(2)  Louisville  (Children’s  Home),  Ponteland  (Northumberland 

County  Council). 

(3)  Mona  Taylor  Maternity  Home,  Stannington  (Northumber- 

land County  Council). 

(4)  Thomas  Taylor  Homes,  Stannington  (for  aged  people) 

(Northumberland  County  Council). 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead — Section  50. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  heading. 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
Section  47. 

One  case  was  investigated  under  this  section,  but  formal  action 
was  not  necessary,  and  satisfactory  arrangements  were  made  by  the 
County  Welfare  Department. 
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HOUSING. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  475  applicants  for  Council  houses. 

During  the  year,  64  new  houses  were  built  by  this  Council,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  to  676.  In  the  same 
period  13  houses  were  built  by  other  persons. 

Appended  below  is  a summary  of  the  housing  conditions  of  the 
Rural  District  at  31st  December,  1951.  The  summary  is  drawn  up  on  the 
lines  of  the  original  summary  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  completed 
end  of  December,  1950.  The  work  of  the  Council  in  endeavouring  to 
secure  the  up-grading  of  houses  is  noticeable  in  the  summary. 


AMENDED  TABLE,  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 
(After  result  of  Formal  and  Informal  Action). 


Population 

No.  of 
houses 

Cj 

VTEGORIES 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Registrar 

General’s 

Estimate, 

I4»57° 

4,100 

2,285 

55-7% 

412 

i°-°5% 

981 

23-9% 

" 

283 

6-9% 

139 

3-4% 

Total  number  of  category  4 and  5 houses  at  31st 
Dec.,  1950 

1 

Cat.  4 

Cat.  5 

322 

424 

No.  of  houses  against  which  action  has  been  taken 
31st  December,  1951 

39 

12.1% 

cr> 

^4 

R 00 

No.  of  houses  against  which  action  still  has  to  be 
taken 

00 

°°  & 

139 

32.8% 

During  the  year  29  conversions  from  privies  to  the  water  carriage 
system  were  accomplished.  When  a piped  water  supply  becomes  more 
generally  available  as  the  water  scheme  progresses,  further  efforts  will 
be  made  towards  more  conversions. 

FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  SECTION  15  (BYELAWS). 

Byelaws  under  this  section  were  formally  adopted  by  the  Council 
on  17th  July,  1950.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  their  enforcement 
during  regular  visits  made  to  all  food  premises  by  the  Sanitary  Officers. 
No  statutory  action  was  necessary. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Following  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  approval  of  the  application  of 
the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  for  the  extension  of  their 
water  mains  throughout  the  Rural  District,  the  “ Newcastle  & Gateshead 
Water  Order,  1950,”  became  operative  from  31st  July,  1950.  Included 
in  the  Order  is  the  building  of  two  service  reservoirs,  one  in  the  parish 
of  Harlow  Hill  and  the  other  in  the  parish  of  Ryal. 

\ 
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The  implementation  of  the  scheme,  which  is  phased,  has  commenced. 
During  the  year  part  of  Phase  i was  laid,  which  consisted  of  extending 
the  existing  water  main  at  Stannington  Village  to  Clifton,  a branch  being 
taken  off  to  serve  the  districts  of  Duddo  Hill  and  Well  Hill.  The  existing 
water  main  at  Smallburn,  Ponteland,  was  extended  to  Thorneyford,  and 
a branch  from  this  main  at  South  Lodge,  Kirkley  to  Kirkley  March. 

The  detailed  position  regarding  water  supplies  in  general  is  set  out 
in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  details  under  this  section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  Strachan, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  may  I express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Council’s  Health  Committee  for  the  great  interest  they  have 
shown  in  the  work  of  my  department,  and  to  the  Senior  Sanitary  Officer 
and  the  staffs  of  the  Health  and  other  departments  of  the  Council  for 
the  assistance  afforded  me  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Particulars  of  District  : 

Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,846 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  . . . . 14.570 

No.  of  habitable  houses,  according  to  rate  books  . . 4>°34 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . . . . . . . £444 


Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £109,440 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : 


Males 

Pemales 

Total 

Live  births  (leg.) 

114 

87 

201 

Live  births  (illeg.) 

4 

3 

7 

Still  births 

4 

1 

5 

Deaths 

84 

68 

152 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

• • 

. . 

14.2 

Still  births  . ,,  ,, 

• • 

• • 

o-34 

Death  rate  ,,  ,, 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  : 

' 

10.4 

There  was  one  death  from  this  cause. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  i Year  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

• • • 

19.2 

Leg.  infants  per  1,000  leg.  live  births 

• • • 

• . 

19.2 

Illeg.  infants 

I 

• 

• • 

Nil 

Deaths  : 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

• • • 

22 

Measles  (all  ages) 

• • • 

• . 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

• • • 

• • 

Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  CASTLE  WARD  AREA,  1951. 


ALL  CAUSES  

Males 

84 

Females 

68 

Total 

IS2 

I. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

2. 

,,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3- 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

4- 

Diphtheria. . 

— 

— 

— 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Miningo-coccal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

IO. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

6 

ii. 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

4 

— 

4 

12. 

,,  ,,  breast 

1 

2 

3 

13- 

,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plams 

9 



9 

15- 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

2 

17- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

II 

8 

19 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

6 

23 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

18 

22 

40 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

I 

— 

1 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

4 

6 

23- 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

— 

4 

4 

25- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

3i- 

Congenital  malformation 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

33- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

34- 

All  other  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

35- 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36- 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  (per  1,000  Population). 


BIRTHS. 


DEATHS. 


Castle 

England  & 

Castle 

England 

Ward. 

Wales. 

Ward. 

Wales. 

1932 

12.3 

15.9 

9.0 

12.0 

1933 

11.9 

15.0 

9-5 

12.3 

1934 

12. 1 

15.4 

10.7 

11. 8 

1935 

12.9 

15-3 

9.4 

12. 1 

1936 

12.9 

15.4 

10.7 

12. 1 

1937 

13-7 

15-5 

9.9 

12.4 

1938 

152 

15-7 

9-3 

11. 6 

1939 

14.2 

15-5 

8.8 

12. 1 

1940 

131 

15. 1 

8-3 

14-3 

1941 

13.0 

15-7 

9.0 

1 1.6 

I942 

15-9 

16.3 

10. 1 

11. 6 

1943 

15-7 

17.0 

9-3 

12. 1 

*944 

17-5 

18. 1 

12.6 

1 1.6 

1945 

14.9 

16.5 

11. 6 

11.4 

1946 

17.2 

19.6 

10.7 

n-5 

1947 

14.9 

21.0 

II-5 

12.0 

1948 

15-4 

18.3 

10.9 

10.8 

1949 

15-8 

16.7 

10. 0 

1I7 

1950 

15.6 

15-8 

10.47 

11. 6 

I95i 

14.2 

15-5 

10.43 

12.5 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 

RATES. 

Castle 

England 

Ward. 

& Wales. 

1938  • . 

74.6 

53 

1939  • • 

33-7 

50 

1940  . . 

33-7 

55 

1941  • • 

40.6 

59 

1942  • • 

30.0 

49 

1943  • • 

28.5 

49 

1944  . . 

41.8 

46 

1945  • • 

50-9 

46 

1946  • • 

43° 

43 

1947  • • 

41.0 

4i 

1948  • • 

26.3 

34 

1949  • • 

13-4 

32 

1950  . . 

13-4 

29.8 

1951  .. 

19.2 

29.6 

INFANT  MORTALITY  1951. 


Pyelonephritis 

Confluent  Broncho-Pneumonia 
Prematurity 

Intra-Peritoneal  Haemorrhage 


3 weeks. 

6 months. 
25  mins. 

3 days. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  table  on  page  13  gives  the  number  and  age  groups  of  the  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  and  isolation  are  removed  to  the 
Infectious  Disease  Hospital  at  Walkergate.  This  hospital  is  now  con- 
trolled by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

Appended  is  a summary  of  Bacteriological  Reports  received  from 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  on 
specimens  submitted  by  local  medical  practitioners  and  by  the  Health 


Department. 

Positive 

Negative 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria  . . 

. . — 

10 

Throat  swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  . . 

20 

18 

Specimens  of  sputum  for  Tuberculosis 

14 

72 

Urine  for  pus  cells  and  culture 

1 

2 

Stool  specimens  for  Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

„ „ Dysentery 

40 

167 

,,  ,,  other  purposes  . . 

. . — 

4 

,,  ,,  Paratyphoid 

2 

19 

Nasal  Swab  for  Pertussis 

— 

1 

Blood 

. . 2 

3 

Luncheon  Meat 

. . 

1 

79 

297 

Total 


376 
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FOOD  POISONING  RETURN,  1951. 

Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents  : 

Total  outbreaks  . . Nil  Total  Cases 

Outbreaks  due  to  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms 

(c)  Staphyloccocci  (including  Toxin) 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum 

(e)  Other  bacteria 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause  : 

Total  outbreaks  . . Nil  Total  Cases 

Single  Cases  : 

Agent  Identified  Unknown  Cause.  Total. 

Nil.  i i 

Number  of  Deaths — Nil. 

Food  involved — Nil. 


DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS. 

Notifications.  Deaths. 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 
195° 
I95i 


13 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

3i 

1 

7 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

23 

Nil 

12 

1 

36 

Nil 

34 

1 

18 

Nil 

19 

Nil 

23 

4 

6 

Nil 

9 

1 

8 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 
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TUBERCULOSIS— AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  Periods. 

New  cases  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  Rural  District  during  1951. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  i 

i—5  

I 

1 

1 

— 

5—15  

— 

— 

— 

2 

15—25  

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  

I 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  

2 

1 

— 

— 

45—55  

— 

— 

— 

55—65  

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

I 

— 



— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

1 

5 

5 

1 

3 

" 



Y ' 

10 

l 

I 

J 

M 

4-  ) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 
STATEMENT  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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No.  of  cases 
remaining 

• 

o 3 

CO  CO 
w 

O'  co 

w 

O'  co 
w 

O.  Tt- 

M 

Pul- 

monary 

M O 

CO  CO 

coo 

CO  CO 

rtCC 

CO  CO 

r-  0 

CO  Tf- 

No.  of  cases 
removed  from 
Register 

Non- 

Pul. 

1 M 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

Pul- 

monary 

CO  N 

W H 

1 1 

M 1 

No.  of  cases 
notified  for  the 
first  time 

Non- 

Pul. 

1 ^ 

M 1 

1 1 

I M 

Pul- 

monary 

CO  w 

1 

2 

(incl.  1) 
inward 
transfer) 

4 

2 

(incl.  3 
inward 

transfers) 

No.  of  cases  on 
Register  at 
commencement 
of  Quarter 

Non- 

Pul. 

8 

12 

00  CO 

M 

O'  CO 

w 

O'  CO 
w 

Pul- 

monary 

N O 

CO  CO 

M O 

CO  CO 

COO 

CO  co 

Tj-00 

CO  CO 

Quarter  ended 

March  31st,  1951 — 

Males 

Females 

June  30th,  1951 — 

Males 

Females 

September  30th,  1951 — 
Males 

Females 

December,  31st  1951 — 
Males 

Females 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  1951. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  supply  water  under 
pressure  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  district.  It  is  considered  that  approxi- 
mately two-thirds  of  the  population  are  served  from  this  source.  The 
remainder,  which  are  spread  over  the  western,  north-western  and  south- 
western part  of  the  district,  rely  on  wells  and  springs,  and,  in  a few 
cases,  boreholes. 

EXISTING  WATER  SUPPLIES— 

COUNCIL  SUPPLIES. 

The  Council  supply  water  to  the  communities  of  Heddon-on-the- 
Wall,  Kirkheaton,  Stamfordham,  and  Whalton  ; the  source  of  the 
supplies  and  method  of  distribution,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Public  Analyst,  is  as  follows  : — 

1.  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

Population  : 583  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 192  (of  which  4 are  farms). 

Supplied  by  spring  situated  some  600  yards  north-east  of  the  village, 
the  spring  overflowing  into  a collecting  chamber  raised  by  engine  pump, 
to  a 20,000  gall,  tank  elevated  on  stone  piers  in  the  village,  the  water 
gravitating  through  cast  iron  piping  from  this  point. 

“ This  sample  of  water  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial 
purity.  It  is  colourless  and  clear,  and  contains  no  deposit  for  micro- 
scopical examination.  1 am  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable 

for  drinking  and  domestic  use.” 

2.  Kirkheaton. 

Population  : 89  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 28  (of  which  6 are  farms). 

Supplies  Manor  House  and  15  houses  (of  which  2 are  farms). 

Supplied  by  spring  situated  some  1,400  yards  south-west  of  the 
village,  the  water  overflowing  into  a collecting  chamber  and  gravitating 
from  here  to  a tank  fixed  on  brick  piers,  the  water  gravitating  from  the 

tank  in  cast  iron  piping  to  supply  the  village. 

A second  spring  is  available  to  augment  the  supply,  but  it  is  at 
too  low  an  elevation  to  feed  into  the  tank  by  gravitation,  and  in  con- 
sequence a temporary  pump  is  brought  to  the  site  as  and  when  required. 

This  sample  of  water  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  purity,  and 
this  opinion  is  borne  out  by  the  excellent  bacterial  results  obtained."  The 
water  is  colourless  and  clear,  and  contains  no  visible  deposit.  I am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use, 
but  since  its  pH  value  is  very  low  and  there  is  but  little  temporary  hard- 
ness, it  will  almost  certainly  be  corrosive  to  metals  and  plumbo-solvent.” 
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3.  Stamfordham. 

Population  : 367  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 115  (of  which  9 are  farms). 

Supplies  90  houses,  including  Land  Army  Hostel,  Women's 
Institute,  Parish  Hall,  Garage  and  School  (no  farms). 

Supplied  by  borehole  situated  approximately  400  yards  north  of 
the  village,  water  being  raised  by  engine  pump  to  a storage  tank  elevated 
on  brick  piers,  the  water  gravitating  through  cast  iron  piping  from  this 
point  to  the  village. 

4.  Whalton. 

Population  : 244  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 80  (of  which  16  are  farms). 

Supplies  60  houses,  including  Land  Army  Hostel,  Village  Club 
and  4 farms. 

Supplied  by  borehole  situated  440  yards  south  of  the  village,  the 
water  overflowing  into  a collecting  chamber,  and  being  raised  by  electric 
pump  to  an  underground  brick  built  17,000  gall,  storage  tank  on  elevated 
ground  north-east  of  the  village,  near  the  Glebe  Farm,  at  a distance  of 
approximately  half-a-mile  from  point  of  pumping.  Gravitates  from 
storage  tank  through  cast  iron  mains  to  the  village. 


PRIVATELY  OWNED  SUPPLIES. 

The  owners  of  the  estates  supply  the  communities  of  Belsay,  Berwick 
Hill,  Capheaton,  Dalton,  Matfen,  Ryal  and  Stannington.  The  details 
of  these  supplies  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Belsay. 

Population  : 166  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 55  (of  which  10  are  farms). 
Supplies  50  houses  (of  which  7 are  farms  and  1 school). 

Two  boreholes  supply  the  village,  one  borehole  is  situated  at  Bounder 
House  and  the  other  at  Burnside.  The  water  is  raised  by  engine  pump, 
to  collecting  tanks,  and  gravitates  from  this  point  to  supply  the  village. 

2.  Berwick  Hill.  ^ 

Population  : 45  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 12  (of  which  4 are  farms). 
Supplies  7 houses  (of  which  3 are  farms). 

One  spring  supplies  the  village,  and  is  situated  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  south-east  of  the  village.  The  water  is  raised  from  a collecting 
tank  by  either  a windmill  pump  or  diesel  engine  through  2 inch  asbestos 
pipes  to  a storage  tank  of  approximately  7,000  gallons  which  is  situated 
in  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Berwick  Hill.  From  this  point  the  water 
gravitates  through  galvanised  iron  pipes  to  supply  houses,  farms  and 
fields. 
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3.  Capheaton. 

Population  : 97  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 37  (of  which  7 are  farms). 
Supplies  30  houses  (of  which  5 are  farms). 

One  spring  supplies  the  village  of  Capheaton  and  farm  houses  in  the 
vicinity.  The  spring  is  situated  half-a-mile  to  the  west  of  the  village, 
the  water  being  raised  by  engine  pump  to  an  underground  storage  tank 
situated  on  high  ground,  and  gravitating  from  this  point  through  cast 
iron  pipes  to  supply  the  village. 

4.  Dalton. 

Population  : 61  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 16  (of  which  7 are  farms). 

Supplies  13  houses  (of  which  3 are  farms). 

One  borehole  supplies  the  village,  situated  quarter-of-a-mile  south 
of  the  village.  The  water  is  raised  by  a water  wheel  driven  by  a stream, 
to  a storage  tank  at  Dalton  House,  gravitating  from  this  point  through 
wrought  iron  piping  supplying  the  village. 

5.  Matfen. 

Population  : 194  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 62  (of  which  6 are  farms). 
Supplies  33  houses  including  Matfen  Hall  and  1 farm. 

One  well  supplies  the  village  of  Matfen.  The  well  is  situated  some 
300  yards  west  of  the  village,  water  being  raised  by  windmill  and  engine 
pump  to  an  overhead  storage  tank,  and  gravitating  from  this  point  to 
supply  the  village. 

6.  Ryal. 

Population  : 36  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 11  (of  which  5 are  farms). 

Supplies  6 houses  (of  which  t is  a farm). 

One  spring  supplies  the  village  of  Ryal,  being  situated  some  600 
yards  south-west  of  South  Farm.  The  water  is  raised  by  hydraulic 
ram  to  storage  tank  at  north  side  of  village,  and  gravitates  through 
wrought  iron  piping  from  this  point  to  supply  the  village. 

7.  Stannington. 

Population  : 2,611  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 246  (of  which  60  arc  farms). 

Supplies  : Stannington  Vale  Farm  and 

8 Estate  Houses  at  Stannington  Vale. 

Town  Farm  House. 

Swan  Farm  House. 

Vicarage. 

School. 

28  houses  in  village. 

One  spring  supplies  the  village  of  Stannington,  being  situated  at 
Duddo  Hill,  north-west  of  the  village.  The  water  is  raised  by  pump 
to  a small  tank  from  which  it  gravitates  to  the  village. 
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SUMMARY. 


Tap, 

Tap  or 

Pump  or 

Popu- 

Pump 

Well 

lation 

inside 

outside 

No.  of  Houses  Supplied  from  : 

Wells 

312 

125 

187 

ii54 

Springs 

378 

221 

157 

1898 

Boreholes 

319 

268 

5i 

1180 

Aqueduct 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Tynemouth  Water  Co’s  Mains 

53 

52 

1 

196 

Newcastle  & Gateshead  Co’s 

Mains 

2692 

2550 

142 

8994 

Council  Supplies  : 

Heddon  (Spring) 

143 

81 

62 

529 

Heugh  & Hawkwell  (Borehole) 

105 

74 

3i 

361 

Kirkheaton  (Spring) 

18 

6 

12 

66 

Whalton  (Borehole) 

50 

43 

7 

185 

3421 

1 651 

4072 

4072 

14570  j 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


During  the  year  under  review,  further  progress  has  been  made  in 
connection  with  sewage  schemes  for  Stannington  Road  End,  Burns 
Close,  Ogle  and  the  village  of  Matfen.  There  being  no  objectors  to  the 
first  three  schemes,  informal  inquiries  by  the  Ministry  were  held  in  the 
Council  Offices,  terminating  with  a visit  to  the  respective  sites.  As 
there  was  an  objector  to  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  village 
of  Matfen,  a Public  Inquiry  was  held  in  the  Village  Hall.  The  details 
are  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Ogle 

Stannington 
(Station  Road  End) 
Black  Callerton 
(Burns  Close) 

Matfen 


Informal  Estimated  Approval  of 
Inquiry  Cost  Ministry 

15th  Feb.,  1951  £4,500  . . None  to  date 

13th  June,  1951  £3,200  . . „ 

6th  Dec.,  1951  £10,310  „ 

Public  Inquiry. 

7th  Nov.,  1951.  . £15,800  . . „ 


As  mentioned  in  previous  annual  reports,  the  above  schemes  with 
those  for  Heddon-on-the-Wall  (parish  of  Heddon),  Stamfordham  and 
Hawkwell  (parish — Heugh)  and  Stannington  Village  (parish  of  Stanning- 
ton) for  which  Public  Inquiries  have  already  been  held,  all  form  part 
of  the  plan  for  the  development  of  the  district  as  a whole,  and  the  follow- 
ing nine  centres  of  development  in  particular  : — 


1 . Dinnington  Colliery 

5- 

Whalton 

Dinnington  Village 

6. 

Belsay 

Hazlerigg 

7* 

Matfen 

2.  Heddon-on-the-Wall 

8. 

Capheaton 

3.  Ponteland 

4.  Stamfordham 

9- 

Woolsington 

The  Council’s  13  sewage  works  and  sewerage  systems  are  under 
the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  E. 
Dimmack. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  the  works  : — 

Burns  Close. 


The  disposal  works  at  Burns  Close  take  the  sewage  from  the 
village  of  Burns  Close.  They  consist  of  hydrolytic  tanks,  percolat- 
ing filter  with  revolving  distributors  and  humus  tank.  As  reported 
last  year,  these  works  are  still  redundant  due  to  subsidence.  In 
March,  1950,  compensation  for  the  damage  to  the  works  was  paid 
to  the  Council  by  the  National  Coal  Board.  The  proposed  exten- 
sion to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer,  which  would  take  the  sewerage  from 
Burns  Close,  is  under  consideration.  As  mentioned  above,  an 
informal  inquiry  by  the  Ministry  was  held  on  6th  December,  1951, 
the  proposals  being  to  extend  the  existing  sewer  from  Burns  Close 
to  the  sewage  works  at  Woolsington.  It  will  be  next  year  before 
the  Ministry  intimate  their  observations  on  this  project.  It  is 
most  necessary  that  the  present  unsatisfactory  position  for  the 
disposal  of  liquid  waste  from  the  Burns  Close  houses  be  alleviated 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 


Heddon-on-the-Wali. 

There  are  two  small  works,  one  at  the  north  and  one  at  the 
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south  side  of  the  village.  They  comprise  of  tanks,  and  percolating 
filters  with  revolving  distributors.  The  effluents  deliver  into 
ditches.  The  works  at  both  north  and  south  are  overloaded,  and 
are  in  a poor  condition.  It  was  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  the  future 
development  of  Heddon,  that  a new  system  of  sewers  and  sewage 
disposal  works  was  considered  by  the  Ministry  at  a Public  Inquiry 
at  Heddon  on  3rd  March,  1949. 

Stannington. 

The  sewage  from  the  village  is  treated  by  tanks  and  percolating 
filter,  distributed  by  means  of  Farrer’s  tipping  and  trough  apparatus. 
The  effluent  enters  a tributary  of  the  Blyth. 

Here  again  at  a Public  Inquiry  held  on  the  3rd  March,  1950, 
the  Ministry  considered  proposals  for  a new  system  of  sewers  and 
sewage  works. 

Wallridge. 

The  sewage  from  the  houses  built  by  the  Kirklieaton  Coal 
Company  at  Wallridge  is  treated  by  tank  and  percolating  filter  with 
revolving  distributors.  The  effluent  enters  a small  stream. 

Darras  Hall  Estate. 

The  sewage  is  treated  in  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks  and  two 
40-feet  filter  beds  with  revolving  distributors.  The  effluent  enters 
the  River  Pont. 

Kirkheaton. 

The  whole  of  the  sewage  from  this  village  is  treated  by  tanks, 
and  percolating  filters  with  revolving  distributors. 

Ponteland. 

The  sewerage  from  the  North  Road  gravitates  to  sewage  dis- 
posal works  consisting  of  settling  tanks,  30-feet  percolating  filter 
and  humus  tanks.  The  storm  water  is  treated  by  land  irrigation. 
The  sewage  from  the  remainder  of  the  village  gravitates  to  a pump- 
ing station,  from  which  it  is  pumped  through  an  8 inch  rising  main 
to  the  sewage  disposal  works,  consisting  of  balancing  tanks,  settling 
tanks,  two  30-feet  filter  beds  and  humus  tanks.  The  storm  water 
is  treated  by  land  irrigation.  The  effluent  enters  the  River  Pont. 

Ridges  Estate,  Ponteland. 

These  works  consist  of  detritus  tank,  settling  tanks  and  per- 
colating filter  with  revolving  distributor.  The  plant  is  now  re- 
ceiving the  sewage  from  a further  27  dwellings  which  have  been 
connected  to  the  new  sewer  extension  of  last  year. 

Stamfordham. 

The  village  is  sewered  with  6 inch  sewers  converging  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works,  which  consist  of  detritus  and  settling  tanks, 
with  a 30-feet  percolating  filter  and  humus  tank.  The  effluent 
enters  the  River  Pont. 

Whalton. 

The  village  has  6 inch  sewers  throughout.  The  works  con- 
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sist  of  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks  and  30-feet  percolating  filter 
with  humus  tank.  The  effluent  enters  the  How  Burn. 

Woolsington. 

The  sewage  works  comprise  of  a detritus  settling  and  humus 
tank,  together  with  percolating  filters  and  revolving  distributors. 
The  effluent  delivers  into  the  Ouseburn. 

Capheaton. 

The  whole  of  the  village  has  been  sewered  and  a small  disposal 
works  provided  consisting  of  settling  tank  and  filter  bed.  The 
distribution  is  by  Farrer’s  tipper  and  trough  system. 

Brunton  Park  Estate. 

The  sewage  from  this  estate  of  some  223  dwellings,  gravitates 
to  the  Gosforth  Council’s  pumping  station  at  the  Three  Mile  Bridge, 
with  whom  an  agreement  exists  for  the  treatment  and  disposal  of 
the  sewage. 

The  sewage  from  the  large  Hospitals  and  Institutions  in  the 
district  is  treated  as  follows  : — 

1.  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington. 

Tanks  and  filter  beds  with  revolving  distributors. 

2.  Mona  Taylor  Hospital  and  Thomas  Taylor  Homes, 
Stannington. 

Detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks  and  percolating  filters 
with  revolving  distributors. 

3.  Netherton  Training  School,  Stannington. 

Settling  tanks,  percolating  filter  and  humus  tanks. 

4.  Children’s  Sanatorium  and  Farm  Colony,  Stannington. 

Tanks,  filters  and  revolving  distributors. 

5.  Cottage  Homes,  Ponteland. 

Tanks  and  filters  with  trough  distribution. 

During  the  year  eleven  entirely  new  private  systems  of  drainage 
complete  with  septic  tank  and  filter  bed  were  laid  down,  together 
with  32  alterations  or  extensions.  There  were  also  52  inspection 
chambers  constructed  and  128  branch  drains.  All  the  works  of 
renewal,  extension  or  alteration  were  to  existing  houses  and  prem- 
ises only,  and  did  not  include  new  housing,  the  drainage  of  which 
is  examined  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  department. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  have  been  29  conversions  of  privies  to  the  water  carriage 


system  at  the  following  places  : — 

Station  Master’s  House,  Stannington  . . . . . . 1 

Station  Cottages,  Stannington  . . . . . . . . 6 

Well  Hill  Farmhouse,  Stannington  . . . . . . 1 

Steward’s  House,  Kirkley  Hall,  Kirkley  . . . . 1 

East  Lodge,  Kirkley  Hall,  Kirkley  . . . . . . 1 

Eland  Hall  Cottage,  Ponteland  . . . . . . 1 

Swan  Inn,  Heddon-on-the-Wall  . . . . . . 1 
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south  side  of  the  village.  They  comprise  of  tanks,  and  percolating 
filters  with  revolving  distributors.  The  effluents  deliver  into 
ditches.  The  works  at  both  north  and  south  are  overloaded,  and 
are  in  a poor  condition.  It  was  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  the  future 
development  of  Heddon,  that  a new  system  of  sewers  and  sewage 
disposal  works  was  considered  by  the  Ministry  at  a Public  Inquiry 
at  Heddon  on  3rd  March,  1949. 

Stannington. 

The  sewage  from  the  village  is  treated  by  tanks  and  percolating 
filter,  distributed  by  means  of  Farrer’s  tipping  and  trough  apparatus. 
The  effluent  enters  a tributary  of  the  Blyth. 

Here  again  at  a Public  Inquiry  held  on  the  3rd  March,  1950, 
the  Ministry  considered  proposals  for  a new  system  of  sewers  and 
sewage  works. 

Wallridge. 

The  sewage  from  the  houses  built  by  the  Kirkheaton  Coal 
Company  at  Wallridge  is  treated  by  tank  and  percolating  filter  with 
revolving  distributors.  The  effluent  enters  a small  stream. 

Darras  Hall  Estate. 

The  sewage  is  treated  in  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks  and  two 
40-feet  filter  beds  with  revolving  distributors.  The  effluent  enters 
the  River  Pont. 

Kirkheaton. 

The  whole  of  the  sewage  from  this  village  is  treated  by  tanks, 
and  percolating  filters  with  revolving  distributors. 

Ponteland. 

The  sewerage  from  the  North  Road  gravitates  to  sewage  dis- 
posal works  consisting  of  settling  tanks,  30-feet  percolating  filter 
and  humus  tanks.  The  storm  water  is  treated  by  land  irrigation. 
The  sewage  from  the  remainder  of  the  village  gravitates  to  a pump- 
ing station,  from  which  it  is  pumped  through  an  8 inch  rising  main 
to  the  sewage  disposal  works,  consisting  of  balancing  tanks,  settling 
tanks,  two  30-feet  filter  beds  and  humus  tanks.  The  storm  water 
is  treated  by  land  irrigation.  The  effluent  enters  the  River  Pont. 

Ridges  Estate,  Ponteland. 

These  works  consist  of  detritus  tank,  settling  tanks  and  per- 
colating filter  with  revolving  distributor.  The  plant  is  now  re- 
ceiving the  sewage  from  a further  27  dwellings  which  have  been 
connected  to  the  new  sewer  extension  of  last  year. 

Stamfordham. 

The  village  is  sewered  with  6 inch  sewers  converging  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works,  which  consist  of  detritus  and  settling  tanks, 
with  a 30-feet  percolating  filter  and  humus  tank.  The  effluent 
enters  the  River  Pont. 

Whalton. 

The  village  has  6 inch  sewers  throughout.  The  works  con- 
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COSTING  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  MARCH,  1952. 


Estimated  quantity  of  refuse  removed  . . 
Approximate  average  weight  per  house 
Average  quantity  per  house  per  annum 
Average  per  i,ooo  pop.  per  day  (365  days) 
Total  cost  of  collection  (Refuse  and  Salvage) 
Payment  to  men  when  sick 


. . 8,809  tons 
2.1 1 tons 
6.665  cu.  yds. 
. . 33.2  cwts. 
£7.399 


Less  Income  from  salvage 
Less  Income  from  trade  refuse 


£i>535 

£45 


£7>5i2 

£1.580 


Nett  Cleansing  Cost  . . . . . . £5,932 


Cost  per  house 

Cost  per  head  population . . 

Cost  on  rates  in  the  £ 


£1  gs.  i.62d. 
8s.  i.yod. 
is.  i.36d. 


Vehicles. 


The  following  are  the  types  and  capacities  of  the  refuse  collecting 
vehicles  operating  in  the  district  : — 


Thornycroft, 
Thornycroft, 
Bantam  Karrier, 
Bantam  Karrier, 
Bantam  Karrier, 


1943  9 cub.  yds. 

1948  12 

1949  7 

1949  7 

195°  7 


(cap.)  side  loader. 


tt  tt  tt 

ft  ft  tt 

tf  tt  tt 

tt  tt  t t 


The  vehicles  are  garaged  at  Ponteland  and  Stamfordham.  The 
four  vehicles  operating  from  Ponteland,  covering  sectors  1,  2,  4 and  5, 
are  accommodated  in  a Nissen  Hut  60  x 20  feet.  This  hut,  as  I reported 
last  year,  is  proving  to  be  too  small,  and  it  is  hoped  that  extra  accom- 
modation, which  is  under  consideration,  will  be  available  in  the  near 
future.  The  remaining  vehicle  which  covers  sector  3 is  housed  at  Stam- 
fordham in  a wooden  garage. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

At  present  offers  no  serious  difficulties  ; there  are  within  the  district 
eleven  points  of  disposal,  which  are  enumerated  below.  Some  of  these 
are  quarries  on  private  land,  the  owners  of  which  have  kindly  allowed 
their  use  for  this  purpose.  Whilst  the  tips  are  kept  reasonably  tidy,  it 
would  be  an  advantage  to  have  a permanent  tip  attendant.  During 
the  year,  one  new  tip  was  put  into  service  to  take  the  refuse  from  the 
village  of  Whalton.  This  new  point  is  a disused  water  course  on  Ogle- 
dene  Farm,  and  should  last  for  many  years.  The  places  of  disposal 
are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Stobhill  (Quarry). 

2.  Heddon-on-the-Wall  (Quarry). 

3.  Standing  Stone,  Matfen. 

4.  Belsay. 

5.  Belsay  West  (Quarry). 

6.  Whorlton. 

7.  Ponteland  (south  of  Brickyard)  (Quarry). 

8.  Shotten  (Quarry). 

9.  Whalton. 

10.  Brunton  (Quarry). 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  pitfalls  at  Dinnington  Village  have  been 
utilised. 

Salvage. 

The  quantity  of  salvage  material  collected  during  1951  shows  an 
increase  of  38  tons.  13  cwts.  compared  with  the  total  amount  collected 
in  1950.  Whilst  it  is  accepted  generally  that  there  is  more  paper  in 
circulation  at  the  present  time  than  since  the  war,  I feel  that  the  intro- 
duction of  a bonus  scheme  also  contributed  to  the  large  increase  in 
tonnage  collected. 

All  waste  paper  is  graded,  i.e.,  newspapers,  books  and  magazines, 
fibreboard  and  mixed  paper,  before  dispatch  to  the  Thames  Board  Mills 
with  whom  the  Council  have  a contract  for  five  years  ending  30th  June, 
1955- 

The  district  area  of  approximately  130  sq.  miles  is  too  large  to 
consider  from  an  economical  view  point  a separate  collection.  The 
collection  of  salvage,  i.e.,  rags,  scrap  iron,  paper,  rubber,  etc.,  is  there- 
fore carried  out  at  the  same  time  as  the  collection  of  refuse.  I again 
wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  residents  who  continue  to  keep  salvage- 
able material  separate  from  the  ordinary  household  refuse. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ s. 

d. 

Paper  and  Cardboard 

. . 67 

10 

2 

0 

. . 1,224  6 

Rags  and  Sacking 

. . 2 

9 

1 

0 

78  15 

6 

Scrap  Metal  . . 

• • 23 

5 

1 

7 

59  16 

3 

Total 

• • 93 

5 

0 

7 

• • ^1,362  17 

io£ 

SANITARY 

INSPECTION  OF 

THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  amount  of  work  carried  out  under  this  heading  is  shown  chiefly 
in  the  “ Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  ” table  on  page  34,  and  also  on 
page  28  showing  tables  of  “ Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  ” and 
“ Summary  of  Work  Effected.”  Steady  progress  has  been  maintained 
with  the  detailed  inspection  of  houses,  and  the  result  of  action  both  formal 
and  informal  is  shown  on  page  34. 

The  Ministry  of  Works  continued  the  “ free  allowance  ” for  work  of 
repair  on  dwelling-houses  to  the  extent  of  ^100  without  a Building  Licence. 

It  is  regretted  that  works  of  improvement  costing  more  then  ^100, 
for  which  a Building  Licence  is  necessary,  have  been  in  many  cases 
deferred  owing  to  the  “ low  ceiling  ’*  of  licensing  money  allocated  to  the 
district.  It  has  happened  more  than  once,  that  owners  of  substandard 
houses  who  have  been  requested  for  their  intentions  regarding  improving 
or  demolishing  have  produced  plans  and  specification  of  works  which, 
after  approval  by  the  Council,  have  been  followed  with  an  application 
for  a Building  Licence,  and  this  under  the  circumstances  could  not  be 
granted.  This  most  unsatisfactory  position  has  without  doubt  slowed 
down  the  progress  of  the  reconditioning  of  sub-standard  houses. 

Building  Licences  numbering  twenty-six  were  issued  during  1951, 
and  were  allocated  to  : — 

(a)  Housing  Maintenance — ^677. 

(b)  Improved  Housing — £31. 

(c)  Increased  Housing  Accomodation — ,£7,371. 

(d)  Decoration — ^143. 

(e)  Agricultural  Housing — ^4,400. 

(f)  Garages — ^20. 
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The  following  table  shows  a summary  of  sanitary  defects  : — 


Nuisances  dealt  with  and  work  required 
to  be  done. 

Verbal  or 
written 
notice. 

Complied 

with 

To  clear  choked  drain  or  W.C. 

15 

15 

To  provide  ashbins 

53 

53 

To  repair  sinks  or  wastepipes 

20 

20 

Defective  or  leaking  roofs,  damp  walls, 

etc. 

52 

50 

Defective  fireplaces 

26 

26 

,,  outbuildings 

42 

39 

,,  manhole  covers 

4 

4 

,,  water  closets 

3i 

27 

,,  sash  cords 

33 

33 

,,  wallplaster  . . 

35 

32 

Offensive  accumulations 

3 

3 

Defective  ceilings 

14 

14 

,,  food  stores  . . 

10 

10 

,,  airgrates 

3 

3 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED. 


£ 'E, 

d CL 
> P 
>-*  c n 


By 

Informal 

Action 

By 

Statutory 

Notice 

Total 

Privies  & Privy  ashpits  abolished 

29 

— 

29 

CO 

<D 

,,  ,,  „ repaired 

— 

— 

— 

Pail-Closets  abolished 

— 

— 



d £ 

Water  Closets  provided 

33 

— 

33 

s g 

Number  of  above  for  which  grant 

d d 

w c 

was  given,  P.H.A.,  1936,  S.47 

10 

2 

12 

Sanitary  bins  provided 

77 

— 

77 

,,  renewed 

24 

— 

24 

f 11 

11/ 

New  Drains  constructed 

k new 

1 systems 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . 

1 29 



29 

he 

1 extns. 

oj 

g 

Additional  gullies  provided 

40 

— 

40 

13 

J-h 

Old  Gullies  replaced 

30 

— 

30 

Q 

Scullery  sinks  provided 

29 

— 

29 

do.  waste-pipes  repaired 

6 

— 

6 

,,  „ trapped 

2 

— 

2 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued  Nil. 

No.  of  houses  Nil. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Co.  re  disconnection  of  houses 
in  stage  of  demolition  not  included. 

New  service  provided  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . . Nil.  No.  of  houses  . . Nil. 

(b)  By  Private  Owner  20.  No.  of  houses  . . 20 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  (a)  internal  tap  . . 3-44° 

or  (b)  standpipe . . 787 
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FACTORIES  ACT. 

There  are  73  factories  in  the  district.  The  following  tables  show 
the  number  of  inspections  and  defects  found  during  the  period  under 
review. 


INSPECTIONS. 


1 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties . . 

18 

41 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in 
(I)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

55 

105 

(III)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing Outworkers  Premises) 

Total 

73 

146 

— 

— 
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DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars. 

Referred 

No.  of  case 
Pro- 
secutions 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to  Outwork)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

On  12th  February,  1951,  a Rodent  Operator  was  engaged  on  a full 
time  basis.  The  requirements  of  the  above  act  in  a district  of  this  nature, 
made  this  step  necessary. 

The  methods  employed  in  Rodent  and  Mice  destruction  are  those 
which  are  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries, 
Infestation  Control  Division. 

Close  co-operation  and  working  arrangements  are  maintained  with 
both  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer  of  the  Ministry  and  the  Rodent  Officer 
of  the  Northumberland  County  Agricultural  Committee. 

A review  of  the  work  done  in  Pest  Control  over  the  last  twelve  months 
shows  that  whilst  there  was  no  reservoir  infestations  there  have  been 
major  and  minor  infestations.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  this  connection  : — 

Sewers. 

Separate  systems  ranging  from  Wallridge  to  North  Gosforth, 
together  with  their  respective  sewage  works.  Two  treatments  were 
applied,  the  detailed  results  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  Infestation 
Control  Division  who  directed  further  treatment  in  the  current  year 
if  necessary. 

Properties. 

219  Farms  Inspected,  . . . . . . . . 8 treated. 

237  Dwelling-houses  Inspected,  . . . . 45  treated. 

26  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works  Inspected  . . 18  treated. 

19  Business  & Industrial  premises  Inspected  . . 10  treated. 

Parishes. 

Of  the  66  parishes  in  the  district,  27  have  now  been  surveyed. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  district.  Eleven  modern  caravans 
were  licensed  for  a period  of  twelve  months. 

COLLIERY  SPOILBANKS. 

Of  the  total  population  of  the  district,  approximately  13%  is 
employed  in  coal  mining  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  district.  In  the 
vicinity  of  the  Dinnington  Colliery  and  Hazlerigg  Pits,  a drift  called  the 
Havannah  Mine  is  being  constructed. 

The  National  Coal  Board  Officials  co-operate  with  the  department, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  condition  of  all  the  spoilbanks  in  the 
district  can  be  said  to  be  reasonable  satisfactory  from  smoke  and  fume 
nuisance  point  of  view. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949,  the  local  authority  is 
responsible  for  the  hygienic  handling  of  milk  by  retailers,  of  whom  there 
are  eight  operating  in  the  district. 
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Registered  Dairymen  : — 

Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  Plessey  North  Moor  Farm,  Stannington. 

Mr.  E.  Watson,  The  Tilery,  Hazelrigg. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Stephenson,  Eland  Green,  Ponteland. 

Registered  Distributors  : — 

Cramlington  Co-operative  Society. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Co-operative  Society. 

Throckley  and  District  Co-operative  Society. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Coltman,  60,  Denton  Gardens,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Messrs.  J.  T.  & R.  Graham,  Wylam  Hill,  Wylam-on-Tyne. 

Forty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  during 
the  year  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  for  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis, 
the  results  being  as  follows  : — 

38  samples  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

2 samples  decolourised  the  Methylene  Blue  in  4 hours. 

1 sample 

^ jj  >>  >>  >1 

>j  > 1 > > jj 

^ >)  >>  i>  a a 

1 >.  ,,  ,,  ,,  1 hour. 

3 samples  „ „ ,,  \ 

Of  the  48  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
the  presence  of  Tuberculosis, 

42  proved  negative. 

4 were  inconclusive  (guinea-pig  died  during  test). 

2 proved  positive. 

Co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer, 
to  whom  the  results  of  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  of  milk  samples  from 
Producers  and  Producer  Retailers  are  forwarded. 

All  positive  samples  (milk  containing  the  tubercle  bacilli)  are  imme- 
diately notified  to  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture & Fisheries. 


4 

3 

2 i 


Food  Preparing  Premises. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  all  food  premises,  and  a co-operative 
attitude  is  now  firmly  established  between  the  persons  engaged  in  food 
handling  and  the  department. 

The  adoption  by  the  Council  of  Bye-laws  under  Section  15  of  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  on  17th  July,  1950,  has  proved  to  be  of  great 
assistance  in  bringing  about  a higher  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene 
in  food  premises.  There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  more  rural 
parts,  where  the  absence  of  public  sewers  and  adequate  water  supply  tend 
to  create  difficulties.  This  will  however,  be  remedied  when  the  many 
sewerage  schemes  (see  drainage  section)  and  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead 
Water  Company’s  scheme  are  fully  implemented. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Eleven  Slaughter  Houses  were  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  cottagers’ 
pigs  only.  (Ministry  of  Food  Circular  FEO  1745  M900,  3rd  April,  1948). 

The  entire  meat  supply  of  the  district  is  transported  from  the  Govern- 
ment abattoirs  in  Newcastle  and  Morpeth  to  two  points  of  distribution 
within  the  district. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Unsound  Food. 

Surrendered 

Seized 

Legal 

Proceedings 

I 

Beef  (home  killed) . . 

10  lbs. 

— 

— 

2 

Canned  Goods,  373  Tins 

323  lbs. 

— 

— 

3 

Butter 

15  lbs. 

— 

— 

4 

Rice 

74  lbs. 

— 

— 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT.  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 
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HOUSING. 


Houses  Completed  during  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

(a)  By  Local  Authority,  Permanent 

64 

— 

Temporary 

— 

— 

(b)  By  other  Bodies 

Permanent 

— 

13 

Temporary 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its 
officers 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  io,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  “ notices” 
were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Helath  Acts  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
" notices  ” were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demiloshed  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not  de- 
molished (Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.  3) 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  * 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  


Total 

64 

13 


54 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

153 

16 

Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 
and  not  included  above.  Undertakings  to  use  for 
purposes  other  than  dwellings  accepted  after  formal 
action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Houses,  on  which  Demolition  Orders  exist  now  vacant 

and  awaiting  demolition  . . . . . . . . Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (Sec.  20). 

(a)  Number  of  separate  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

applications  for  grant  have  been  received  . . . . 9 

(b)  Number  of  separate  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

applications  for  grant  have  been  approved  . . . . 6 

ERIC  WM.  STRACHAN, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


